Surname 

Name
Tutor
Course
Date
Analysis of the Poem “On the Subway”
The poem “On the Subway” by Sharon Olds gives an historical point of view on the relationship between the white and the African Americans. It starts with the speaker stating the fear she has that the boy seated opposite her may try to steal from her, simply because he is black as she states that “he has the casual cold look of a mugger (line 8).” She does not feel safe with the boy near her and she keeps narrating negative things about him, which may be because he is black and she is white. 
The poem is organized in three sections which articulate the complex relationship between the black and the white people. The first section reveals a contrast relationship between a black and a white person and how each views the other. The second portion of the poem expresses the disparities of the two interrelationships and the last section the speaker gains the boldness to reveal her representation of the American culture. 
In h beginning of the poem Sharon Olds uses an imagery that emphasizes the difference between three people, the white woman who narrates, the black boy who is being observed and then the unmentioned observer. She keens describes the boy based on everything he has. He is wearing black shoes with white laces which she states are in a complex pattern and refers to it as “a set of intentional scars (line 4).” The mention of scars portrays the way in which the white discriminates the black by associating them with every manner of bad things. In addition, the narrator describes the two as “stuck in opposite sides” which indicates that they are never at the same level (line 4 &5). Olds also describes their clothing in a way suggesting that she is covered in fur but the black boy is exposed which affirms the difference between the white and the black. 
In the second part of the poem, the tone of the narrator changes. Although the first section is more of physical description, the second section shifts to philosophical where the speaker reveals her worry. When is worried whether the boy is in her power or she is in his power. The narrator’s statement is very important because it reveals that although there are clear physical differences between the two, the boundaries cannot be clearly set philosophically. She cannot ascertain whether her possessions take over the power of the black boy or whether his aggression is above her powers. 
Towards the end of the poem, the tone of the narrator changes. Her perception towards the black starts to change. She seems to understand that they both share something in common but the only difference is that she is white and he is black. At the end, she tries to reconcile their differences, which she accomplishes using repetition. At this level, she repeats images unlike in the first section where she repeat words. She acknowledges that both the white and black can be hurt by the acts of the other as states that the boy could “break her across his knee the way his own back is being broken (line 30).” She remembers how the black were hurt during slavery and understands that either oppression or violence can hurt any of them. Despite their differences, they are all similar in that they experience pain. 
In conclusion, despite the numerous explanations by the narrator in the poem, it is clear that we are all the same regardless of the differences we may have. Then poem is an indication of the things we face and experiences in day to day lives where some people may feel superior over others. The poem is a symbolic of the prejudice that exists in people up to date. However, a change is experienced as the speaker tries to fit in the shoes of the black boy as she compares the experiences of the black during black cotton and their current situation. 


